
MARCH 23, 2016 
 

PORT ST. JOE, FLORIDA  
 

SPECIAL MEETING  
 
 

The Gulf County Board of County Commissioners met this date in special session with 
the following members present:  Chairman Ward McDaniel and Commissioners Joanna 
Bryan, Sandy Quinn, Jr., and Jerry W. Barnes <Vice Chairman Carmen L. McLemore was 
not present>. 
 
Others present were:  County Attorney Jeremy Novak, Clerk Director of Finance & 
Management Rhonda Woodward, Deputy Clerk Leanna Roberts, Chief Administrator Don 
Butler, Assistant Administrator Michael L. Hammond, Building Official George Knight, 
Central Services Director Lynn Lanier, Gulf County E.D.C. Director Chris Holley, County 
Planner Brett Lowry, Gulf County RESTORE Act Coordinator Warren Yeager, Jr., T.D.C. 
Executive Director Jennifer Jenkins, and Veterans' Service Officer & S.H.I.P. 
Administrator Joe Paul.  
 
Chairman McDaniel called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m., E.T. 
 
FINAL PUBLIC HEARING – AMENDING LNT ORDINANCE  
Pursuant to advertisement to hold a Second Public Hearing to consider amending the 
Leave No Trace Ordinance (#2015-02), County Attorney Novak presented a packet to the 
Board <copy not provided to the Clerk of the record>; reported that this is the second 
public hearing regarding the proposed amended leave no trace ordinance. County 
Attorney Novak read the proposed ordinance by title and the “whereas” clauses. He 
discussed the issue regarding the speed limit; recommended that the Ordinance be 
amended to changing the speed limit to 15mph (fifteen) under Section 16 (sixteen). 
County Attorney Novak discussed the proposed amendments under Sections 19 
(nineteen) and 20 (twenty). Chairman McDaniel called for public comment. Coastal 
Community Association President Pat Hardman appeared before the Board to request 
that the Board adopt these proposed changes to the Leave No Trace Ordinance. Noel 
Guardi, of Beacon Hill appeared before the Board to inquire about the removal of the 
items left on the beaches. Chief Administrator Butler reported that the intent is for T.D.C. 
personnel to do this. Mr. Guardi discussed his concerns regarding no new signage at all 
beach access points at Beacon Hill. Assistant Administrator Hammond reported that the 
beach driving access points have been updated with the new signs. After discussion, 
Assistant Administrator Hammond stated that it is not the intent of the County to place a 
sign at every trail to the beach; reporting that there are over 100 (one hundred) legal 
access points to the beaches for pedestrians. Commissioner Bryan motioned to extend 
time. Commissioner Barnes seconded the motion. County Attorney Novak reported that 
T.D.C. has put in for funding (RESTORE Funds) and has created the language. Assistant 
Administrator Hammond reported that signs will be placed at County controlled access 
points that have garbage cans. After discussion, Chairman McDaniel called for public 



comment. There being no public comment, Chairman McDaniel closed the second public 
hearing. Commissioner Bryan motioned to accept the amended Leave No Trace 
Ordinance as presented with the County Attorney’s revisions. County Attorney Novak 
requested that it be included in the motion to allow Staff to modify Section 10 regarding 
the speed limit. Commissioner Bryan amended her motion to accept the amended (Leave 
No Trace) ordinance as presented with the County Attorney’s revisions and also the 
revision to Section 10 regarding the speed limit. Commissioner Barnes seconded the 
motion. Chairman McDaniel called for public comment. There being no public, the motion 
passed unanimously (4-0), as follows:  
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-01 
 

AMENDING ORDINANCE (2015-02) OF GULF COUNTY, FLORIDA AND 
ORDINANCE AMENDMENT (AS AMENDED 5/26/15) PROHIBITING AND 
REGULATING OBSTRUCTIONS AND PERSONAL PROPERTY 
ABANDONED ON THE PUBLIC BEACHES OF GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA AND TO BE COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS “GULF COUNTY 
LEAVE NO TRACE ORDINANCE”; REQUIRING THE POSTING OF 
PROPER NOTICE/SIGNAGE AT BEACH ACCESS POINTS AND IN 
DAILY, WEEKLY AND MONTHLY RENTAL UNITS, IN GULF COUNTY, 
FLORIDA; FOR SAID POLICIES TO AMEND, BE CODIFIED AND 
BECOME PART OF THE GULF COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT 
REGULATIONS (LDR); PROVIDING FOR REPEALER, SEVERABILITY 
AND MODIFICATIONS THAT MAY ARISE FROM CONSIDERATION AT 
PUBLIC HEARING; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
*Complete Ordinance on file with Clerk* 

(End) 
 
FINAL PUBLIC HEARING – AMENDING RV ORDINANCE  
Pursuant to advertisement to hold a Second Public Hearing to consider amending the 
Recreational Vehicle (RV) Ordinance (2015-03), County Attorney Novak read the 
proposed ordinance by title and proposed amendments for the Board to consider. Upon 
inquiry by Commissioner Barnes, County Attorney Novak reported that December 31, 
2016 is the deadline for the application window. Chairman McDaniel called for public 
comment. Dawn Lounsbury, of Cape San Blas appeared before the Board to request that 
the Board not adopt the proposed amended ordinance. She inquired if owners are coming 
in to obtain a recreational vehicle permit for personal use. After discussion by Ms. 
Lounsbury, Chairman McDaniel called for public comment. Butch (Boyd) Kline, of Cape 
San Blas appeared before the Board to discuss concerns regarding exceptions to the RV 
(Recreational Vehicle) Ordinance. Commissioner Bryan motioned to extend time. 
Commissioner Barnes seconded the motion. Mr. Kline requested that the Board not 
further weaken the Ordinance, but to strengthen it. Abbie and Joe Strickland, of Cape 
San Blas appeared before the Board discuss RV property that they purchased back in 
2014; reporting that at the time of purchase there were no restrictions for RV use. Mr. 
Strickland requested that the Board consider to allow them to use the lot for personal and 



commercial use. Upon inquiry by Chairman McDaniel, County Attorney Novak stated that 
the exemption that the Board is considering tonight is to allow preexisting commercial 
rental units/parcels in Gulf County that did it before (renting) the Board adopted the RV 
Ordinance on January 27th, that the property owners can establish that they paid Bed Tax 
up to a year prior to the adoption (of the RV Ordinance), that the Board would allow them 
to continue do that (renting). He reported that Mr. & Mrs. Strickland qualify under the 
grandfather clause to still use their parcel for personal use. Joe Strickland, of Cape San 
Blas appeared before the Board to discuss his concerns regarding others renting out lots 
illegally; stating that he was waiting on the Board decision. He reported that this 
(restrictions) is going to hurt him financially; stating that he has the intention of renting his 
lot out on a part-time basis. Ruth Griffin, of Port St. Joe appeared before the Board to 
discuss her rental lots; requesting that the Board allow her to continue renting. After 
discussion, Chairman McDaniel called for public comment. Jill Paton, of Beacon Hill 
appeared before the Board to inquire where the changes are to review. County Attorney 
Novak provided a copy to Mrs. Paton for review. He stated that he has read the proposed 
language for the Board’s consideration. Mrs. Paton discussed her concerns regarding RV 
rentals. Noel Guardi, of Beacon Hill appeared before the Board to discuss his concerns 
regarding RVs; requested that the Board not amend the Ordinance. Commissioner Bryan 
motioned to extend time. Commissioner Barnes seconded the motion. Mr. Guardi 
discussed his concerns regarding the grandfather previsions; stating that he is against. 
Chairman McDaniel closed the Public Hearing; he then allowed one more public 
comment. Greg Sertich, of Beacon Hill appeared before the Board to report that he does 
have a permit for his RV; disagreeing with the comments from the previous spokesman. 
Chairman McDaniel then closed the Public Hearing for public comment. After discussion, 
Commissioner Barnes motioned to accept the amended Ordinance. Commissioner Quinn 
seconded the motion. After discussion by members of the Board, County Attorney Novak 
inquired if the Board wants to set a definitive time as a sunset; reporting that the only why 
the perpetuity goes away now is if the property owners sales the parcel or discontinue the 
use for a (one) year. After discussion by Chairman McDaniel, he then called for public 
comment. There being no public comment, the motion passed 3 to 1, with Commissioner 
Bryan voting no, as follows:  
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-02 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDMENT TO THE “GULF COUNTY RV ORDINANCE” 
GULF COUNTY ORDINANCE 2015-03 AND FIRST AMENDMENT 2015-
06 WHEREBY AMENDING THE POLICES REGULATING 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES (RV)’S AND THEIR LOCATION, 
PLACEMENT, RV’s PER PARCEL, USE AND STORAGE OF RV’S 
WITHIN BOTH UNINCORPORATED GULF COUNTY AND WITHIN THE 
COASTAL CONSTRUCTION CORRIDOR; WHICH HAS BEEN 
COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS “GULF COUNTY RV ORDINANCE”, 
FOR SAID POLICIES TO BE FURTHER AMENDED, BE CODIFIED AND 
BECOME PART OF THE GULF COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT 
REGULATIONS (LDR); PROVIDING FOR REPEALER, SEVERABILITY 



AND MODIFICATIONS THAT MAY ARISE FROM CONSIDERATION AT 
PUBLIC HEARINGS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   
 

*Complete Ordinance on file with Clerk* 
(End) 
 
 
There being no further business, and upon motion by Commissioner Barnes, second by 
Commissioner Quinn, and unanimous vote, the meeting did then adjourn at 6:06 p.m., 
E.T. 
 
 
 
 
 
       WARD MCDANIEL  
       CHAIRMAN  
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
REBECCA L. NORRIS  
CLERK OF COURT  


