ORDINANCE NO. Q0015

AN ORDINANCE OF GULF COUNTY, FLORIDA, ALLOWING FOR EQUINE USE ON
CERTAIN COASTAL BEACHES WITHIN GULF COUNTY, FLORIDA, REGULATING
EQUINE USE ALONG PUBLIC BEACHES OF GULF COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING
FOR A EQUINE BEACH PERMIT AND REQUIREMENTS TO OBTAIN THE SAME;
PROVIDING FOR A EQUINE BEACH PERMIT FEE; ESTABLISHING A SYSTEM FOR
MONITORING THE ISSUANCE OF EQUINE BEACH PERMITS; ESTABLISHING THE
FORMAT FOR EQUINE BEACH PERMITS; LIMITING AND DESIGNATING BEACH
ACCESS POINTS; PROVIDING FOR RULES FOR USE OF HORSES ON THE BEACHES;
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY FOR VIOLATION; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY
CLAUSE; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT
HEREWITH; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Gulf County, Florida contains many miles of beaches which are imaccessible to the
public; and

WHEREAS, The Gulf County Board of County Commissioners has found it necessary to regulate
equine use along the beaches described in Section I of this Ordinance in order to protect and promote the
health and safety of the citizens of this County and to protect the environment;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF GULF COUNTY, FLORIDA:

SECTION }:

Tt shall be unfawful for any person, firm, corporation, or other entity, to ride, or cause to be used
any horse on the following described beaches of Gulf County, in the State of Florida:

Those beaches fronting on the Gulf of Mexico, running from Indian Pass to the East untl the T.
H. Stone Park to the North. Said beaches lying and being in the following Sections: Section 25
and 36, Township 8 South, Range 12 West; Sections 1 & 12, Township 9 South, Range 12 West;
Section 6, 7, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23,24, 28,29 and 33, Township 9 South, Range 11 West; and
Section 19, 20, 21, and 22, Township 9 South, Range 11 West.

unless said horse and operator have complied with the requirements of this Ordinance. Upon compliance
with the registration requirements of this Ordinance, riding or use of horses on the above described beaches
shall be allowed subject to the restrictions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 2:
a. As used in this Ordinance, the terms equine and horse shall mean horse, pony, mule or
donkey. :
b. Before any horse shall be allowed to access the beaches of Gulf County, Florida, in the
above described area, a Equine Beach Permit must be obtained for said horse.
C. Equine Beach Permits shall be issued by the Tax Collector of Gulf County, Florida, at the

Courthouse in Port St. Joe, Florida, during regular business hours.



d. Equine Beach Permits shall be issued for a peniod of one (1) year and shall thereafter
expire unless expressly provided otherwise heremn.

e *  FEachEquine Beach Permit shall cost the sum of $15.00 per year for Gulf County residents
' and or Gulf County property tax payers.

£ Fach Equine Beach Permit shall cost the sum of $150.00 per year for Non-Gulf County
residents, who own no real property in Gulf County.

g . A one time fee of $3.00 shall be charged to individuals 65 years of age or older and
handicapped citizens, resulting in issuance of a permit which shall not be required to be
renewed.

SECTION 3:

The permit system for horses permitted to ride on the beaches shall include the following;

(a) One permit shall be i1ssued for each horse.
(b) The permit shall be of different colors based on the expiration daie.
{c) The permit shall be numbered to provide for monitoring and accounting,
~:{d) " The Gulf County Sheriff's office shall be notified of the number and name of lost
~or stolen pérmut.
(e) A replacement fee of $3.00 shall be charged for lost or stolen permit.
H The permit shall be maintained upon the person of anyone nding or operating a
permitted horse upon the beaches of Gulf County.

SECTION 4:
Any individval applying for a Bquine Beach Permit must provide the following information:

Name.

Address.

Type of horse.

Coggins Certificate.

Name of horse.

Proof of ownership of the horse.

oooa o

Each applicant shall sign the application and an accompanying statement of responsibility acknowledging
the rules and regulations governing equine use on the beaches of Gulf County, Florida, and agreeing to be
bound by the terms and conditions thereof with such statement acknowledging that, under Fl londalaw, an
equine activity sponsor or equine professional is not liable for an injury to, or the death of, a par ticipant m
equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities.

SECTION 5:

A pamphiet and copy of this Ordinance shall be provided with each Equine Beach Permit sold
stating the following rules which, by this Ordinance, are adopted by Gulf County, Flonda:



a Each person who rides or otherwise operates an equine upon the beaches of Gulf County,
Florida as set forth herein, shall promptly clean and remove any horse by- productor waste
from the beaches of Gulf County, Flonda

b. At no time shall horses maintain groups of more than six (6) horses, which groups shall
be no less than one half mile apart.

c. Each horse which enters upon the beaches of Gulf County, Florida pursuant to this
Ordinance shall be fitted with and shall use a tail bag for the collection of waste product.
The waste from each horse shall be promptly removed from the beaches of Gulf County,
Flortda and properly disposed of according to law.

d. Pedestrians and pets shall have the right of way.
e. Riding in, on, or over sand dunes is sirictly prohibited.
f Obtaining access to the above described beaches by a route other than a county designated

beach access pont is strictly prohibited.

g Riding in, on, or over vegetation is strictly prohibited
h. No litter 15 1o be left on the beaches.
1 The person to whom the permit is issued is responsible under this Ordinance for the

conduct of the rider/user of his or her horse.

I | Riding recklessly along the public beach as designated in this Ordinance is prohibited.
k. Horses are prohibited from entering or riding landward of the buffer zone on the beaches

adjacent to the St. Joseph Bay Aquatic Preserve. This zone 1s designated by signage
which is physically located on the beach i the affected areas.

L The public beaches adjacent to the Aquatic Preserve shall be closed to horses on those
days when extremely high tides make that beach impassable without riding over dunes or
vegetation.

m. Use of horses is prohibited on the beaches adjacent to the Aquatic Preserve from May 1

until October 31 of each year during the time after sunset and before sunrise.

The Gulf County Tax Collector shall provide each purchaser of a Equine Beach Permut with a map
showing the beaches designated for permitted riding and the legal access points to the beaches described
above.

SECTION 6;

Violation of this Ordinance shall be punishable as follows:

a . Useofa horse on the beach without first baving obtamed a valid Equine Beach Permit
shall result in 2 fine of $250.00 for a first time offense. Fora second offense, the firie shall-



SECTION 7.

b $350.00.

Racing horses on the beach shall result in a $250.00 fine.

Failure to promptly remove the naturally occurring waste product of any horse upon the
beaches of Gulf County, Florida shall result in a fine of $250.00 for a first time offense.
For a second offense, the fine shall be $350.00

Gaining access to the beaches by a route other than a designated legal access point shall
result in a fine of $500.00 in addition to any other fines or penalties imposed pursuant to
state law.

Any other violations of this Ordinance shall result in a $150.00 file for a first offense and
a $250.00 fine for a subsequent offense.

Any permlt holder accumulating three of more violations of this Ord;nance shall have his
or her Equine Beach Permlt revoked and shai be thereafter ineligible 16 dppiy for or obtain
any’ other Gulf’ Coun‘:y Lqume Beach Pumn An applicant whose rights have been
affected by such a revocation may petition the Gulf County Commission for reinstaternent.

Ifany provision of this Ordinance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent

jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance and the applications of the provisions to other persons not
similarly situate shall not be affected thereby and shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 8.

Al ordinances or parts of ordinances governing, controlling or relating to the subjects addressed

herein are repealed upon the effective date of this Ordinance.

SECTION 9:

This Ordinance shall become effective as provided by law.

ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS THIS 1ith DAY OF

DECEMBER

,2001.

ATTEST:

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
GULF COUNTY, FLORIDA

Al g o~

DOUGLAS C. BIRMINGHAM C ARMEN L. McLEMORE

Clerk

Chairman



